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dependency of what is allowed them by the 
I state, more than 25,000,000 fr. The ministers 

Obras TMerarias De Don F. Martinez de la- of the Protestant Church received, in donations, 
Ilosa, 4 vols. Paris. during the last year, 55,491 fr. The hospitals, 

.,,.,.. , „ . . ,, ! 2,683,578 fr. The parishes, 585,689 fr. 

Any thing literary from Spain is agreeable , The dc ^ ment of pub l{~instruction, 105,580 
nowadays for its novelty, and _ we gladly fc and ^ e Mottt8 .5 e . Pia ^ 2300 fr. The 
hailtheappearanceof the works of deU Rosa,! dtment of the geine contributed to the 
were it only as a proof that the Spaniards have J ab ^ ve 8ums duri 1829 m mom: for 
not forgotten those gifts ot reading and writing the cl wfi3l %_ for h ita , ^j ^ 

which Dogberry says come by nature, and for f ^^ the ri8h 2 1,000 fr. It 
which, especially in the dramatic and romantic remarked that in \ ho9e department8 where 
walks, they were once so deservedly famous. the j^ts have e^,;^^ the . 

These volumes contain a number of dramatic ; tion of the donatiollg made t0 the c i erg / ha8 
pieces, princtpally tragic, many miscellaneous ,„,,,„ exorbitaIlt and that in the Via Jf the 
poems, and a treatise on poetic art, illustrated j Morbiham and the Senme, where no donations 
with copious annotations which would ungues- ] we „ made under the aimiuiatmtioa o{ M . de 
tionaWy be very valuable, but that the subject Martignac, a sum of 499,295 francs has been 
had been so completely exhausted before The ol)taj £ d gince , he meelldlm of M . de p 0%nac ... 
plot, of perhaps the best ot the tragedies, ,s The , ollowi curioUB letter to b £ n rfr 
founded on the story rf(Um so familiar to ceivod b , gen Tleman in Paris, from his cor. 
all who delight in the productions of the respoude ' nt £ MUan ._ 



ancient Greek theatre. We confess, however, 
the Spaniards do not now appear to us to un- 
derstand the art of producing dramatic effect, 
Uiough in other respects this play may justly 
rank as a fine composition. La Viuda de Pa- 
diita is entitled to similar praise. 

A comedy called La Nina en Casa, la Madre 
en Mascara, or the Daughter at Home, the 
Mother at the Masquerade, we found, in our 
imperfect acquaintance with the language, a 
performance by no means to be laughed at. 
We shall return to the subject of the Spanish 
theatre at an early day, and discuss its history 
and merits as largely and particularly as our 
limits will permit. 
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Paris, March 22. 

We have been so much taken up with politics 
during the last few days, that there has been 
little time to devote to subjects of literature 
and science, or the lighter matters which are 
considered interesting in a miscellany from 
which politics are excluded. I cannot give 
you a stronger proof of this, than in stating, 
that the Globe, a paper which has risen into 
fame by its literary and scientific articles, has, 
for several days past, been filled with political 
discussions, or news, from beginning to end 
you must not, therefore, consider me an idle 
collector, since there is little to collect. 

In the present contest between the liberal 
and the government, no class of persons seems 
to be exposed to more obloquy than the clergy ; 
almost all the literati of the capital are opposed 
to their growing influence, as if religion and 
literature were inconsistent. Nothing seems 
to offend the patrons of the latter more than 
the support given to the clergy by the govern- 
ment, and an article in the Gazette dee Cultes, 
showing the amount of donations and legacies 
in favour of the clergy, since the accession to 
power of M. de Polignac, has excited much 
bad feeling among their literary opponents. 
As this article is very curious and concise, I 
subjoin a translation : — <> The donations and 
legacies is favour of the French clergy, 
amounted, in 1829, to 4,268,927 fr. The 
amount, for the first half year, was 10,440 fr, 
and for the second, that is, since M. de Po- 
Ijgnac has been in power, 4,172,750 fr. During 
tjie. fomr preceding years, 20,750,984 frs. 
had been received for the same object ; so that 
the clergy have obtained in donations, &c. in- 



" I have reached Milan, and even here an 
example has just come under my notice, which 
exceeds what I should have previously ima- 
gined of the diffusion of a taste for the Fine 
Arts amongst the Italians. Will you believe 
it ? a boot-maker is the possessor of a ' Gallery 
of sculpture, paintings, and engravings,' which 
contains choice specimens of many of the most 
eminent masters, not only of the Italian school, 
but what is rarer in Italy, of the Flemish, and 

also several productions of the best chisels 

The name of this tasteful son of Crispin, is 
Ronchetti ; and 1 can assure you by my own 
experience, his zeal as a Maecenas has not pre- 
judiced his skill as a professor of the ' last;' on 
the contrary, I never in my life was so well 
fitted, while the materials and workmanship are 
admirable. His habit is only to prepare one 
boot at first, in order to try ; and there is an 
anecdote of Napoleon and him arising out of 
this custom. The emperor, when at Milan, 
hearing of the famous bootmaker, prdered a 
supply. Ronchetti, according to custom, came 
in a day or two with one boot to try on. The 
emperor was in council, and the fitter of his 
understanding had to wait two hours, until his 
patience was exhausted — ' I leave the boot,' 
said he to the servant in waiting ; ' and his 
majesty may try it at his leisure.' It fitted to 
perfection, but never would our Italian Hoby 
be prevailed upon to make a fellow to it. The 
emperor alternately menaced and cajoled, but 
the man of leather was proof against both. I 
wonder never to have seen this singular and 
ingenious person named by tourists in Italy; he 
is quite a lion in his way. The next time you 
come to Milan, go and see him and his fine gal- 
lery. His conversation is interesting, and 
piquant with anecdotes of the arts and eminent 
personages, whom he has seen in his double 
capacity of connoisseur and artist." 



open ballot, have found admission into the club ; 
and as the committee have given way to the 
wish of the members at large, that the ballot 
should now be open, there can be no doubt of 
its future respectability. The number of mem- 
bers already admitted exceeds 800. 

Amongst the new speculations in the lite- 
rary world is a Sunday newspaper called The 
Intelligence, which comes out as an avowed 
organ of the Treasury. The first number made 
its appearance • yesterday, and excited a con- 
siderable sensation. It contained, amongst 
other curious matters, a severe animadversion 
upon a celebrated preacher, the Rev. Daniel 
Wilson, vicar of Islington, for having intro- 
duced the Scottish method of catechising his 
congregation from the desk, a practice which 
appears to be repugnant to the genius of the 
Established Church, and much more nearly 
allied to the class-meetings of the Methodists. 
The worthy vicar, a man of excellent private 
character, and great talent, is, it is hardly ne- 
cessary to add, one of the leaders of that party 
in the Church of England which piques itself 
on being exclusively " evangelical." 

I have read with great satisfaction your no- 
tice of Mr. Godwin's last new novel, Cloud- 
esley. You appear, however, to have somewhat 
mistaken what I said in my last letter on 
this subject. I by no means meant to insinuate 
that the work was not one of very great merit, 
but merely to say, that the sale of it was not 
so extensive as might have been expected from 
the celebrity of the author. It gives me great 
pleasure now to state, that as the work becomes 
known, the demand for it increases ; and it can- 
not, I think, fail in the end of being popular. 
There is little new in literature to notice this 
week ; indeed I knownot of any work of the 
last few days worthy notice. In the dramatic 
world also, things are very dull ; Miss Kemhle, 
after a career of extraordinary, and almost un- 
precedented brilliancy, takes her benefit at 
Covent-Garden on Thursday, for which occa- 
sion every place has been already secured ; and, 
in consideration of the great liberality evinced 
by herself and her father, with respect to the 
amount of her remuneration during the season, 
very handsome sums have been sent to her 
by way of presents in exchange for tickets. 
Miss Smithson, who was for some time with 
you, has concluded an engagement for two 
mouths, at the rate of sixty pounds per week, 
with the manager of the new Feydeau Theatre 
at Paris ; she has also a benefit secured to her, 
which will make her engagement worth twenty 
pounds a week more. She was present last 
night at Miss Kemble's performance, with 
which she appeared much delighted, and Jeeves 
town to-morrow for Paris. Drury-Lane 
Theatre, since the secession of Mr. Price, has 
had a fair run of business ; nothing is yet de- 
termined as to who is to be the future lessee, 
but I understand from all who intend to bid for 
the lease, that they will not take it without a 
very considerable reduction of rent. 

I have already mentioned to you, that the 
Columbian and Mexican ambassadors at our 



London, March 21 
You have probably seen some of the attacks 

which have been made in various publications _ _ „ _. _„.„.„ 

upon the new Literary Union Club in Regent- j court, were literary men of considerable note 
street. To judge from these, a person unac-'in their respective countries, where talent ap- 
quainted with the real facts would suppose that pears to be appreciated much more than title. 

many of the members were persons not onlvl »«. JA ._, . , , . . . _,.. 

..««* ft. _*!.•* *■ i'r * t. 1 : I * **edidnotnusapprehend our valued correspondent! 

unnt, from their station in life, to belong to such meaning at all : we merely availed ourselves of the op- 
a society, but were also otherwise exception- portiuuty his letter afforded, of entering a general 
able a, to eharacter and conduct. The truth, ZPSXSStfSfSSL^^ 
however, appears to be, that only five or six per- rather than to ourselves, an we h»vv. no wish t*> arro- 
son* who coold have been fairly objected to in **** ** ""^ or ■»"*"»*• th « hboon 1 ** «*«* 



